242-               DEMOCRACY IN FRANCE
(E) Law of 34 February 1875, relating to the organization of
the Senate.
Art. /. The Senate is composed of 300 members: 225 elected
by the Departments and Colonies, and 75 elected by the
National Assembly.
Art. 2. (Allocation of Senatorial seats to the various Departments.}
Art. 3. No one can be a Senator unless he is French, at least
forty years old, and enjoys all civil and political rights.
Art. 4. Senators of the Departments and Colonies are elected
by an absolute majority, and when need be by scrutin de liste>
by a college meeting in the chief town of the Department or
Colony, composed of (i) the Deputies, (ii) the General Coun-
cillors, (iii) the Councillors of the Arrondissement> (iv) delegates
elected, one for each Municipal Council, amongst the electors
of the Commune. In the French Indies, the members of the
Colonial Council or of the local councils are substituted for the
General Councillors, Councillors of the Arrondissement and dele-
gates of the Municipal Council. They vote in the chief town of
each settlement.
Art. 5. The Senators appointed by the Assembly are elected
by scrutin de liste and by an absolute majority of votes.
Art. 6. The Senators of the Departments and Colonies are
elected for nine years and are renewable, one third at a time,
every three years . ,. (details of initial procedure).
Art. 7. The Senators elected by the Assembly are irremovable.
In the event of a vacancy arising from death, resignation or
other cause, replacement will be arranged, within two months,
by the Senate itself.
Art. 8. The Senate has, concurrently with the Chamber of
Deputies, the right of initiative and drafting in law-making.
Nevertheless laws of finance must, in the first instance, be
presented in the Chamber of Deputies and voted upon by it.
Art. 9. The Senate can be constituted a Court of Justice to
judge either the President of the Republic, or ministers, and to
take cognizance of attempts against the security of the State.
Art. 10. Election of the Senate will be proceeded with one
month before the date fixed by the National Assembly for its
dissolution. The Senate shall enter upon its functions and shall